
MILTON ULLADULLA DISTRICT CAMERA CLUB  

2021/22 COMPETITION THEMES – DEFINITIONS   

  
The MUDCC Committee has developed a set of ten themes for the 2021/22 Competition Year to help 
develop your photographic skills and enhance your creativity. There are a mix of subject-based themes 
and technique-based themes. 
 
Each theme is described below to provide members with guidance on its intention, along with any 
specific requirements or exclusions. Please use these theme definitions in conjunction with the rules that 
apply to all our Club competitions as outlined on our website, noting that all images must be the 
member’s own work, including any layers and textures  
http://www.miltonulladullacameraclub.asn.au/ 
 
The definitions also contain some hints on how you might approach each theme. Additionally, you will be 
able to draw on the monthly inspiration images provided on the Facebook page for ideas 
www.facebook.com/miltonulladullacameraclub/   
 
Please ensure that all images entered in the theme category have been taken within twelve months of 
the competition date, and that all your images meet the size requirements. These too are set out on the 
Club’s website. 
 
Creativity in interpretation is always encouraged within the spirit of the theme. If you have any queries 
about a theme, please contact a member of the Committee via phone, the Club’s email account or our 
Facebook page.  
 
Lastly, this guidance is also provided to our judges. However, judges will always have discretion in 
interpreting monthly themes and the competition rules, and their selections are final. 
 
 
Architecture 
26 July 2021 – DPI Competition – Images Due 12 July 2021 
 
Your theme photos this month should feature a building (or buildings), or a part (or parts) of a building. 
You may photograph the interior or exterior of any style of building - new, old or tumbling down - but 
your primary subject must clearly be the architecture itself.  In other words, you are aiming to highlight 
architecture in your images and not merely photograph scenes that contain buildings. 
 
Perhaps you know a building with an appealing or intriguing facade, or one that looks particularly 
photogenic in the light at a certain time of day. Or maybe there is an iconic building you can present in an 
interesting way. Architectural features can also make for fascinating images if you prefer to capture 
details.  
 
Monochrome 
23 August 2021 – Print Competition 
 
A monochrome photograph is an image produced in one colour and its tonal variations using differing 
amounts of light. It includes all forms of black-and-white photography - which produce images containing 
tones of grey ranging from black to white - but also includes varying shades of other colours such as sepia 
or cyan.  
 
Because it involves removing colour from the image, monotone photography tends to be used for artistic 
and aesthetic purposes. It can be particularly effective for subjects that have strong structural elements 
or where you want to remove distractions that colour photography can produce. 



You may choose to capture your image in monochrome if your camera has this capacity, or you may alter 
the image to monochrome in post-processing. But please note that a black and white image with 
selective colouring applied to any part of the image (also known as colour popping) will not meet this 
theme definition. Your theme images must be entirely monochrome. 
 
Abstract 
27 September 2020 – Print Competition 
 
It can be easier to define abstract photography by what it is not rather than by what it is.  
 
It is not a realistic and clear interpretation of your subject. It is not photo realism, and it is not 
photojournalism. Your subject shouldn’t be immediately apparent, if at all! Instead, reality falls away as 
you draw on photographic elements such as form, composition, pattern/texture and colour to create 
appealing images. 
 
The subject matter can be almost anything! But you are aiming to encourage your viewer to take a 
second look at your image; to engage their curiosity or their aesthetic appreciation. You might achieve 
this by going in close to your subject (removing the surrounding frames of reference is a great way of 
making your image abstract to your viewer). Or maybe you can photograph a part of your subject not 
commonly seen, or an angle not usually viewed. Another approach is to take part of a scene that has a 
certain artistic merit without the viewer being able to recognise what it is. Or perhaps try moving your 
camera or changing your shutter speed to create an abstract take on your subject. 
 
While there is no limit on subject matter, we do ask that you create your abstraction when taking of the 
photograph rather than using post-processing software/filters to create abstraction. 
 
Food 
25 October 2021 – Print Competition 
 
The theme for October is as straightforward as it sounds, and it provides you with almost endless 
opportunities for creativity across a vast array of items. Just make sure your theme images this month 
feature food - be it a meal; a dish at home, in a restaurant, or out and about; a still life collection of 
ingredients; or a close-up shot of a particular item. As long as your images make a feature of food - 
cooked dishes or ingredients - they will meet the brief. 
 
You will need to pay particular attention to angles, lighting and interesting subject matter to make your 
images stand out. Don’t forget to consider colour and composition too! 
 
Shallow Depth of Field 
22 November 2021 – DPI Competition – Images Due 8 November 2020 
 
Depth of field is all about how much of your image is acceptably in focus. If the entire image - foreground 
to background and everything in between - is in focus, that is referred to as having a large depth of field. 
It is particularly common in landscape photography where you want to be able to see detail throughout 
the image. 
 
With your November theme images, we are looking for the opposite: a shallow depth of field where only 
your subject - or maybe even a part of it - is in focus.  
 
Shallow depth of field is all about drawing attention to your subject through bokeh, dreamy 
backgrounds, and blurry foregrounds. The easiest way of achieving shallow depth of field is by using a 
large aperture (small f-stop number) on a camera that allows you to select the aperture. You can also use 
a telephoto lens zoomed in, or move your fixed lens camera (including phone cameras) close to your 
subject to blur the background in particular. 
 



This is a technique-based theme to help you develop new skills and get to know your camera better, so 
there is no limit on subject matter. We do ask, however, that you achieve shallow depth of field using 
your camera, not by relying on composite images/layers or by using other post-processing techniques or 
software. 
 
If you’re in any doubt, the Facebook inspiration folder this month will give you lots of guidance on images 
that rely on shallow depth of field for their impact. 
 
Christmas 
December 2021 – Possible People’s Choice - TBA 
 
 
 


