
MILTON ULLADULLA DISTRICT CAMERA CLUB  

2018/19 COMPETITION THEMES – GUIDELINES   

  

The MUDCC Committee has developed a set of themes for the 2018/19 Competition Year that are 
designed to help develop your photographic skills while also enhancing your creativity. 
 
Each theme is described below to provide members with some guidance on the intention of the 
theme, any specific requirements, and some ideas on how it might be interpreted. Of course 
creativity in interpretation is always encouraged within the spirit of the theme. 
 
For most themes an inspiration folder of images consistent with the guidelines will be added to the 
Club’s Facebook page www.facebook.com/miltonulladullacameraclub/  However, inspiration folders 
won’t be added where a theme is totally open to creative interpretation, such as the February 
theme of ‘Sayings’. On these occasions a single example will be provided.  
 
Please ensure that all images entered in the theme category have been taken within twelve months 
of the competition date and that all your images - both digital and print - meet the size requirements 
set out on the Club’s website http://www.miltonulladullacameraclub.asn.au/ 
  
If you have any queries about a theme, please don’t hesitate to approach a member of the 
Committee at one of our meetings or send a message via the Club’s Facebook page or email 
account.  
 
23 July 2018: From Here to There  
Print Competition 

How do we get from here to there? And how do we move goods from place to place? Modes and 
aspects of transport are a rich source of photogenic material. There are so many ways of getting 
around. Planes, trains and automobiles. Buses, taxis and trams. I’m sure you can think of many 
more. Perhaps, in your travels, you have been transported by something a little out of the ordinary 
like a camel, rickshaw or ski lift. Or maybe you might like to take a more creative interpretation of 
the theme. Perhaps it speaks to you of bridges or old maps or a sign post showing the distances to 
far flung places.  

  
27 August 2018: One Location, Three Stories 
Digital Competition – due by 13 August 2018 

This interesting theme was suggested by one of our members and involves shooting three images in 
one place and presenting them as a single work. Your location might be a favourite park or beach. 
Maybe a friend’s home or a historical building. Your grandchild’s room or your garden. You may wish 
to visit your location just once and depict three different aspects of it. Or perhaps you might visit 
your location at different times of the day or week. It’s up to you. The only requirement is that all 
three images must be shot in the one place and then presented as one file: a digital triptych of the 
images arranged however you think they work best (side by side, as a stack or as a group). 

  



24 September 2018: Faceless Portraits 
Print Competition 

Portraiture is one of the cornerstones of photography and features heavily in its history. 
Traditionally, the face or faces or the subject/s are shown in the photograph. With this theme, 
however, you are being challenged to depict your subject and portray some of their story without 
showing their face at all. Think about parts of the body other than the face that tell you something 
about people or animals. Or think about how you might obscure the face. Think too about setting or 
background and the part it might play in your image.  

  
22 October 2018: Little Treasures  
Digital Competition – due by 8 October 2018 

The Little Treasures theme is open to a range of interpretations.  If you have a macro lens or a macro 
setting on your camera, perhaps you would like to use those to get up close to the little things that 
surround us. If not, perhaps you have something small in your life that you has great value to you 
that you can capture. Stunning macros or small things you hold dear; the choice is up to you. 

  
26 November 2018: Retro 
Print Competition 

The term ‘retro’ describes something associated with or revived from the past, particularly trends, 
fashions, materials and products. Artistically, it is often used to refer to clothes, music, architecture, 
cars or objects either from, or based on, the styles of recent decades, particularly the 1940s, 50s, 60s 
and 70s. What can you capture that has a retro look? Have you got a retro item you can depict in an 
eye-catching way? 
    

28 January 2019: As Night Falls 
Digital Competition – due by 14 January 2019 

Nightfall is much loved by photographers for its beautiful soft and even light, enabling the capture of 
subjects without harsh shadows or distracting highlights. The skies can come alive with streaks of 
pink or purple. Lights can be seen in houses and other buildings against a gentle blue sky. Your 
challenge this month is to take your theme image/s outdoors during the evening twilight: sometime 
after the sun has set but before the light has totally gone. You may be assisted by websites or 
weather apps that pinpoint twilight each day. This website clearly shows the period of twilight for 
our region www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/australia/sydney 
  

25 February 2019: Sayings 
Print Competition  

Sayings. Maxims. Proverbs. Adages. Those strange little phrases you find yourself repeating in order 
to explain a situation. The pearls of wisdom you give a friend. An almost-automatic response to your 
child when they ask for a new phone: ‘Money doesn’t grow on trees, you know!’ In February you are 
asked to choose a saying and portray it in photographic form. If you are submitting two images, you 
can use different sayings for each one, or you can depict the same saying in two different ways. Part 
of the fun on competition night will be guessing what saying lies behind each image! 



 
25 March: Australiana 
Digital Competition – due by 11 March 2019  

It’s our big, beautiful country that takes centre stage this month, but it won’t be enough to have 
simply taken your images in Australia. ‘Australiana’ is a term for those things that are 
quintessentially Australian; things that are symbolic and uniquely ours. Your subjects might be flora 
or fauna that are characteristic of Australia, or perhaps something cultural such as representations 
of our indigenous culture. Maybe you’d like to focus on an Australian emblem of industry, sport, 
cuisine or folklore. Or perhaps you have a renowned geographical feature or piece of architecture in 
mind. What can you photograph that boldly says ‘Australia’ to you and to the world? 
 

22 April: Autumn 
Print Competition 

Autumn is such a special season for photography. The light is warmer, the shadows are less harsh 
and the colours are magnificent. Of course the deciduous trees in all their glory make wonderful 
subjects. Perhaps it is a single tree that appeals to you; or perhaps a whole stand. Maybe it is the 
fallen leaves or the detail in a particular leaf. Autumn sunrises and sunsets can also be striking, as 
can Autumn fog and mist. The weather can be dramatic too. If you’d prefer to photograph inside, 
Autumn produce is perfect for an appealing still life. How can you best showcase Autumn?  
  

27 May: Glass 
Digital Competition – due by 13 May 2019  

Your theme image/s this month should focus on or utilise glass in some way. Think about the 
properties of glass and how you might use them to good effect. Think too about how light and glass 
work together to produce interesting effects. Glass can be transparent. Glass can be reflective. At 
times it can distort things. Other times it is coloured. It can be used to make decorative or practical 
items. How does glass catch your eye? 

  
24 June: Red 
Print Competition 

Our competition year finishes with the colour red. It is such a strong colour with all sorts of 
associations that you might be able to explore. Red sometimes speaks of passion or love; other 
times of danger. It can denote anger or heat or blood. You may wish to feature one striking red item. 
Or maybe there’s some way that you can portray lots of red things all in one image. Perhaps you 
want to remove all colours but red from an image. Feel free to get creative! Just make sure your 
image clearly highlights the colour red. 

  


