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Firstly a welcome to our new website, to another summer and another fire season.

Cape Clear Rural Fire Brigade has set up the website to bring the community news and information
on what it is, what it does and what's going on.

The Brigade has around 80 members, 41 of whom are active in preventing and fighting fires.  We
not only fight fires in our own area but attend those of neighbouring Brigades and further afield.
Already this year we have sent a tanker and crew  to the Lancefield fires in October.  We have two
fire stations – the main one in Cape Clear and a satellite one next to the Community Hall in
Berringa.  As part of our preventative work we burn almost 50kms of roadsides every year, set up
community meetings and visit the Cape Clear primary school 4 times a year, talking to the students
about what might happen, what it may feel like and what to do about it.  The point of going to the
school  is that if children grow up learning this stuff they will not only pass it on to the rest of the
family but they will have the knowledge to use for the rest of their lives.  The Brigade members
who do this work also go because they get a real buzz out of working with the kids and seeing them
work through emergency scenarios – usually with better results than a lot of adults!  In our spare
time (!)we raise funds to purchase necessary equipment to assist the Brigade's work.

Just to remind you, the fire danger period started on Monday, 9th November and will last at least
until April 2016..  No further burning is allowed without a permit from the Golden Plains Shire.
There are new “Can I Can't I” sheets which will be shortly posted on community noticeboards.
They can also be obtained from the Communications Officer or the Community Safety Officer.
These give clear information on what residents can and cannot do during the fire danger period.  If
you need further details contact the CFA on 5329 5500 or cfa.vic.gov.au.

With summer officially nearly a month away, we have  had seven call outs, only one being in our
area.  For this time of year it is on a par with the 2014/15 fire season.  Then we had a total of 40
with only 13 being in our area.  This is a pattern that has formed over the last few years and we are
of the view that it is due largely to the the awareness, vigilance and civic pride being carried out by
the residents of the area.  More verges are being mown than ever before, more wood heaps are
moved away from homes and less long grass is allowed to grow near buildings.  The Brigade sets
an excellent example in this by spending many hours burning the roadsides thus keeping the
roadsides clean and turning roads into wider breaks in the case of a fire. We are gratified when we
hear of comments from community members or those passing through on the clean and tidy look of
the area.

All of us can do that little bit more by  keeping our eyes open for suspicious behaviour and smoke
sightings.  If you feel that something is not quite right about somebody's behaviour you should ring
Crime Stoppers  1800 333 000.  If you see smoke please ring  000.  If it is a planned burn the CFA
CAD room will have it on their screens, if it isn't they will notify the Brigade.

Please feel free to contact us if you have any concerns or questions:

capeclearfirebrigade@gmail.com
www.capeclearfirebrigade.com

Captain:   Michael Rowe    0403 261 759     First Lieutenant:   Terry Kelly 5342 2227
Communications Officer: Brenda Haskins  5342 2383
Community Safety Officer: Jim McKay         5342 2472


